Curriculum Vitae

Ryan Bakker

Department of International Relations, University of Sharjah
Email: rbakker@sharjah.ac.ae

Google Scholar Profile:
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=CKUa8eUAAAA|&hl=en

EMPLOYMENT

Jan 2025-present. Associate Professor, University of Sharjah, College of Public Policy.

June 2019-July 2026. Reader in Comparative Politics. University of Essex.
June 2021-December 2024. Director, Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis,

University of Essex.

Summer, 2020-2024. Instructor of Bayesian Data Analysis, Global School of Empirical Research
Methods, University of St. Gallen, St Gallen, Switzerland.

August 2016-May 2019. Director, The Center for the Study of Global Issues, University of Georgia
July 2014-May 2019. Associate Professor of Political Science. University of Georgia
January 2008-July 2014. Assistant Professor of Political Science. University of Georgia

Summer 2008-2021. Instructor Introduction to Applied Bayesian Modeling for the Social
Sciences. Inter-Collegiate Consortium for Political and Social Research Summer Program in
Quantitative Data Analysis. University of Michigan. Ann Arbor, ML

October 2006-October 2008. Post-doctoral Fellow in Research Methodology. University of Oxford

EDUCATION

May 2007. Ph.D, Political Science. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
May 2004. M.A. Political Science. University of Florida-Gainesville, Florida
May 1993. B.A. Political Science. University of Florida-Gainesville, Florida

RESEARCH INTERESTS

Politics of European Integration Party/Electoral Systems/Polarization Survey Design
Bayesian Statistics

Quantitative Analyses/Research Design of Social Science Data

Measurement Theory


mailto:rbakker@sharjah.ac.ae
https://scholar.google.com/citations?user=CKUa8eUAAAAJ&hl=en

PUBLICATIONS

“A global scale of economic left-right party positions: cross-national and cross-expert

perceptions of party placements”. With Nico de la Cerda, Seth Jolly, Jonathan Polk, Ruth
Dassonneville, Jelle Koedem, Patrick Leslie, Jill Sheppard, Roi Zur. 2026. The Journal of Politics 88 (4)
000-000.

“The 2024 Chapel Hill Expert Survey on Political Party Positioning in Europe: Twenty-five years of
party positional data”. With Jan Rovny, Jonathan Polk, Liesbet Hooghe, Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Marco
Steenbergen, and Milada Vachudova. 2025. Electoral Studies 97 102981.

“The Israeli parties’ positions in comparative perspective”. With Roi Zur. 2025. Party Politics
31(2) 323-334.

“The Russian threat and the consolidation of the West: How populism and EU-skepticism shape
party support for Ukraine”. With Liesbet Hooghe, Gary Marks, Seth Jolly, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny,
Marco Steenbergen, and Milada Vachudova. 2024. European Union Politics. 25 (3) 459-482.

“The Development of the Urban-Rural Cleavage in Anglo-American Democracies”. With Zach
Taylor, Jack Lucas, and David Armstrong. 2024. Comparative Political Studies 57 (8) 1339-1374.

“Revisiting party system structuration in Latin America and Europe: Economic and socio- cultural
dimensions”. With C. Martinez-Gallardo, Nico de la Cerda, Jonathan Hartlyn, Liesbet Hooghe, and
Gary Marks. 2023. Party Politics 29(4) 780-792.

“Analyzing the cross-national comparability of party positions on the Socio-Cultural and EU
dimensions in Europe”. With Seth Jolly and Jonathan Polk. 2022. Political Science Research and
Methods 10 (2) 408-418.

“Chapel Hill Expert Survey trend file, 1999-2019”. With Seth Jolly, Liesbet Hooghe, Gary
Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny, Marco Steenbergen, and Milada Vachudova. 2022.
Electoral Studies 75.

“Contesting Covid: The ideological bases of partisan responses to the Covid-19 Pandemic.” With Jan
Rovny, Liesbet Hooghe, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Marco Steenbergen, and Milada Vachudova.
2022. European Journal of Political Research 61 (4) 1155-1164.

“Review of The Reshaping of West European Party Politics: Agenda-Setting and Party Competition
in Comparative Perspective by Christoffer Green-Pedersen”. 2021. Perspectives on Politics. 19, (2),
660-661.

“Multidimensional incongruence, political disaffection, and support for anti-establishment parties”.
With Seth Jolly and Jonathan Polk. 2021. Journal of European Public Policy. 27(2), 292 - 309.

“Using practitioner surveys to measure human rights: The Human Rights Measurement
Initiative’s civil and political rights metrics”. With K. Chad Clay, Anne-Marie Brook, Daniel
W. Hill, and Amanda Murdie. 2020. Journal of Peace Research. 57 (6) 715-727.



“Bridging the Pond: Measuring policy positions in the United States and Europe”. With Cory
Struthers and Chris Hare. 2020. Political Science Research and Methods. 8 (4) 677-691.

“Multidimensional incongruence and vote switching in Europe”. With Seth Jolly and
Jonathan Polk. 2018. Public Choice 176(1 - 2) 267-296.

“Measuring social trust and trusting the measure”. With Florian Justwan and Jeffrey
Berejikian. 2018. Social Science Journal. 55 (2) 149-159.

“Explaining the salience of anti-elitism and reducing political corruption for political parties in
Europe with the 2014 Chapel Hill Expert Survey data.” With Jon Polk, Jan Rovny, Liesbet Hooghe,
Seth Jolly, and Gary Marks. 2016. Research and Politics. 4 (1) 1 - 9.

“How Much Terror? Dissidents, Governments, Institutions and the Cross-National Study of
Terror Attacks”. With Danny Hill and Will Moore. 2016. Journal of Peace Research 53(5) 711
- 726.

“Using Bayesian Aldrich-McKelvey Scaling to Study Citizens’ Ideological Preferences and
Perceptions”. With Chris Hare, David Armstrong, Royce Carroll and Keith Poole. 2015.
American Journal of Political Science 59(3).

“Measuring Party Positions in Europe: The Chapel Hill expert survey trend file, 1999-2010”. With
Catherine de Vries, Erica Edwards, Liesbet Hooghe, Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Jon Polk, Jan Rovny,
Marco Steenbergen, and Milada Vachudova. 2015. Party Politics 21(1) : 143 - 152.

“Anchoring the Experts: Using Vignettes to Compare Party [deology across Countries”. With Seth
Jolly, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny, and Marco Steenbergen. 2014. Research and Politics 1(3).

“The European Common Space: Using anchoring vignettes to scale party positions across Europe”.
With Seth Jolly, Jon Polk, and Keith Poole. 2014. Journal of Politics 76(4) 1089 - 1101.

“Trust Matters: the Orbits of Primordial and Cosmopolitan Trust”. With Markus Crepaz, Jon
Polk, and Shane Singh. 2014. Social Science Quarterly 95(4) 938 - 959.

“Let them Eat Cake: Food Prices, Domestic Policy, and Social Unrest.” With Joe Weinberg.
2014. The Journal of Conflict Management and Peace Science 31(3) 1 - 18.

“Bayesian Multi-Dimensional Scaling”. With Keith Poole. 2013. Political Analysis. 21(1)125 -
140.

“Complexity in the European party space: Exploring dimensionality with experts”. With Seth
Jolly and Jon Polk. 2012. European Union Politics. 13(2) 219 - 245.

“Betting the Farm on Higher Food Prices: A Consumer Based Approach to Agriculture Protection”.
2012. With Joe Weinberg. Social Science Journal. 49(2) : 191 - 201.



“Reliability and Validity of the 2002 and 2006 Chapel Hill Expert Surveys on Party

Positioning”. With Liesbet Hooghe, Gary Marks, Catherine De Vries, Erica Edwards, Marco
Steenbergen and Milada Vachudova. 2010. European Journal of Political Research 49 (4) 687
-703.

“Re-Measuring Left-Right: A Comparison of SEM and Bayesian Approaches for Extracting Latent-
Dimensions from Political Texts.” 2009. Electoral Studies 28(3) 413 - 421.

“Cross-Validating Data on Party Positioning on European Integration” With Gary Marks, Liesbet
Hooghe and Marco Steenbergen. 2007. Electoral Studies 26 (1) 23-38.

“White Women and Affirmative Action: A Study in Six Florida Cities” With Jim Button and Barbara
Rienzo. 2006. Social Science Journal 43 (2) 297-302.

“Review of Applied Regression Analysis and The R and S+ Companion to Applied Regression
Analysis by John Fox”. 2002. The Political Methodologist Vol 11. No. 1.

BOOKS

Analyzing Spatial Models of Choice and Judgment with R. 2nd edition. With David Armstrong, Royce
Carroll, Christopher Hare, Keith Poole, and Howard Rosenthal. 2020. Statistics in the Social and
Behavioral Sciences Series. Chapman and Hall/ CRC Press.

BOOK MANUSCRIPTS

Consequences of Incongruence: Party Competition and Political Representation in Europe. With
Seth Jolly and Jonathan Polk. (Under contract with Cambridge Elements)

The Cross-National Correlates of Domestic Terror Attacks. With Will Moore, Ryan Welch, and
Daniel Hill. (in progress)

BOOK CHAPTERS

“Measuring Party Positions”. With Sara Hobolt. In Political Choice Matters: Explaining the Strength
of Class and Religious Cleavages in Cross-National Perspective. Eds. Geoffrey Evans and Nan Dirk de
Graaf. 2013. Oxford University Press.

“Modeling Terror Attacks: A Cross-National, Out-of-Sample Study”. With Will Moore and Danny
Hill. In Understanding Terrorism: A Socio-Economic Perspective. Eds. Raul Caruso and Andrea
Locatelli. 2014. Blingby: Emerald Group Publishing.

“The Pascal Distribution”. The Sage Encyclopedia for Social Science Research Methods” eds. Lewis-
Beck, Michael, Alan Bryman and Tim Futing Liao. SAGE Publications, December 2003.



“The Geometric Distribution”. The Sage Encyclopedia for Social Science Research Methods” eds.
Lewis-Beck, Michael, Alan Bryman and Tim Futing Liao. SAGE Publications, December 2003.

WORKS IN PROGRESS

“More than Quid Pro Quo: Explaining party system structuration in the Global South”, with Rabia
Malik and Nick Haas (to be submitted to American Political Science Review).

“Better Match or Bad Blood: Where disaffected voters go when congruence fails”, with Seth Jolly
and Jonanthan Polk.

“The Salience of Issue Salience”, with Nico de la Cerda and Jelle Koedam.
“How many experts is enough?”, with Nico de la Cerda and Jonathan Polk.

“Discovering Redundancy: How to simplify expert surveys without losing information”, with
Seth Jolly and Jonathan Polk.

“Closer Representation: National vs Local representation in the USA”, with Royce Carroll,
Nico de la Cerda, Alexa Federice, and Christopher Hare.

“Immigration and the Transnational Cleavage”, with Seth Jolly and Jonathan Polk.

OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Bakker, Ryan, Liesbet Hooghe, Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny, Marco Steenbergen,
and Milada Vachudova. 2024 “How populism and EU-skepticism shape party support for Ukraine.”
LSE EUROPP (March 21). Available at: https://bit.ly/ches-ukr

Bakker, Ryan, Liesbet Hooghe, Seth Jolly, Gary Marks, Jonathan Polk, Jan Rovny, Marco Steenbergen,
and Milada Vachudova. 2020 “Who opposed the EU? Continuity and change in party Euroscepticism
between 2014 and 2019” LSE EUROPP (June 1). bitly/27Z8q7dP

Bakker, Ryan, Seth Jolly, and Jonathan Polk. 2015. “What is making it so difficult for Greece’s ruling
coalition to govern effectively?”. The Washington Post Monkey Cage blog (August 5).
Available at: bitly/skjgreece

Bakker, Ryan, Seth Jolly, and Jonathan Polk. 2015. “Mapping Europe’s Party Systems: Which parties
are the most right-wing and left-wing in Europe?” LSE EUROPP (May 14). Available at:
bit.ly/skjmapping

ASSISTANTSHIPS/AWARDS/GRANTS

Supervisor of the Year, 2023-2024. Faculty of the Social Sciences, University of Essex.



Principal Investigator. Chapel Hill Expert Survey on Party Positions. 2008 - present.

University of Georgia School for Public and International Affairs Summer Research Award. 5, 000
USD. Summer 2013.

NSF/DOD grant through the Minerva Initiative. Total Award 5, 000, 000. “Terror, Conflict Processes,
Organizations, and Ideologies: Completing the Picture” with Stephen Shellman (College of William
and Mary), Remco Chang (University of North Carolina- Charlotte), Michael Covington (University
of Georgia), Joseph Young (Southern Illinois University - Carbondale), Michael Findley (Brigham
Young University)

Co-investigator with Liesbet Hooghe, Gary Marks, Marco Steenbergen, Milada Vachudova, Erica Ed-
wards and Catherine de Vries. Chapel Hill Expert Survey on Positioning of Political Parties on
European Integration 2006-2007.

Graduate Research Assistant for the Library of Congress National Digital Information Infrastructure
and Preservation Program at the Odum Institute for Research in Social Science. Supervisor: Ken
Bollen. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. May 2005- June 2006.

Clifford Clogg Scholarship June 2001 ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methodology
University of Michigan. Ann Arbor, MI

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

The EU in IR, University of Sharjah

World Perspectives, University of Sharjah

American Federal Government, University of Sharjah
Introduction to Political Philosophy, University of Sharjah
Political Methodologies, University of Sharjah

Introduction to Quantitative Data Analysis. University of Essex. Advanced
Quantitative Data Analysis. University of Essex
American Political Institutions. University of Essex.

Introduction to Bayesian Statistics for the Social Sciences. Global School of Empirical Research
Methods, University of St Gallen 2020-2024.

Introduction to Bayesian Statistics for the Social Sciences. Essex Summer School. July 2019 - 2022.

Bayesian Multilevel Modelling. University of California, Berkeley. August 2017 - 2018
Bayesian Latent Variable Models. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. July 2017

Introduction to American Government. University of Georgia.
Introduction to Quantitative Methodology. University of Georgia.
Intermediate Quantitative Methodology. University of Georgia.
Advanced Quantitative Methodology. University of Georgia.

Introduction to Applied Bayesian Modeling for the Social Sciences. ICPSR Summer Program.
University of Michigan and University of Georgia.



Instructor-Introduction to Data Analysis. University of Oxford October 2006-December 2007.

Instructor-Introduction to Mathematics for the Social Sciences. University of Oxford January
2008.

Lecturer-A Brief Guide to Mathematics for the Social Sciences. University of Oxford Spring School in
Quantitative Methodology. March 2008.

Instructor-Computing with R/S. ICPSR Summer Program in Quantitative Methods. Ann Arbor, MI.
June 2006.

Graduate Teaching Assistant-July/August 2004 Regina Baker-Time Series Analysis. ICPSR Summer
Program-Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Graduate Teaching Assistant-June 2001-2004 Jeff Gill-Bayesian Analysis ICPSR Summer
Program- Ann Arbor, Michigan

Graduate Teaching Assistant-July, 2002-2004 Drs. Chris Zorn, Charles Franklin, Michelle
Claibourne, Adam Berinsky-Advanced Maximum Likelihood Estimation ICPSR Summer
Program-Ann Arbor, Michigan

CONFERENCE ACTIVITY

Present annually at the annual conferences of the European Political Science Association, Midwest
Political Science Association and/or American Political Science Association.

INVITED TALKS
“Immigration and the Transnational Cleavage”, University of Mannheim, October, 2022. “Bayesian

Statistics for the Social Sciences: a primer” Sciences Po, Paris, France. Autumn
2019.

“Short workshop on Bayesian Statistics for the Social Sciences”. Florida State University,
Tallahassee, FL. May 7 - 10, 2018.

“Bayesian modeling for the Social Sciences”. University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, OH. May 3-4,
2018

“Scaling Party Positions on GAL/TAN and European Integration with The Chapel Hill Expert
Survey”. With Seth Jolly and Jonathan Polk. Rejected Europe. Beloved Europe. Cleavage Europe?
Workshop at the European University Institute. May 18 - 19, 2017. Fiesole, IT.

Invited to be discussant at the 2017 Varieties of Democracy Annual Conference. May 8 - 9,
2017. University of Gothenburg. Sweden.

“Testing for cross-contextual differences with Bayesian Aldrich-McKelvey Scaling”. Georgia
State University. October 19, 2016. Atlanta, GA.



“Bayesian Statistics for the Social Sciences.” School of Social Work. University of California-
Berkeley. February 16-17, 2016. Berkeley, CA.

“Applied Bayesian Modelling for the Social Sciences” Workshop on Quantitative Methods. May 2015.
Florida State University. Tallahassee, FL.

“The European Common Space: Extending the use of Anchoring Vignettes.” Center for European
Research. Gothenburg University, Gothenburg, Sweden. June 13 - 16.2013.

“The European Common Space: Extending the use of Anchoring Vignettes.” Center for New
Institutional Social Sciences. Washington University, St. Louis, MO. October 19, 2012.

“Maximum Likelihood Estimation for the Social Sciences” University of Southern California.
Feb 2011.

“Methodological Issues with Cross-National Public Opinion Data” Directions in Political
Methodology Workshop. Emory University. Nov 2010.

“She Works Hard for the Money: Missing Data and the Gibbs Sampler” with Dave Armstrong.
Triangle Political Methods Group. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Feb 2010.

“She Loves Me, She Loves Me Not: Vote Switching in European Elections.” with Jon Polk.
American Political Research Group. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Feb 2010 and
GLOBIS Consortium. University of Georgia. Feb 2010.

“She Loves me, She Loves me Not: Vote Switching in the European Electorate” with Jon Polk.
Presented at Workshop on Parties and Representation. Syracuse, New York. Spring 2009.

“Measurement Problems with Party Placements” SPIA International Speakers Series.
University of Georgia. Nov 2008.

“Measuring Party Positions” with Sara Hobolt. Nuffield College. Oxford University.
Workshop on Equality and Society. Sept 2008.

“Re-Measuring Left-Right” Free University of Amsterdam. Workshop on Politics of Change.
June 2008.

“Goldilocks and the Three Measures”. Nuffield College Politics Seminar. Oxford University.
Dec 2007.

“Take That You Lousy Dimension” with Dave Armstrong. Free University of Amsterdam. Dec
2006.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Section Head: Comparative Politics/Industrialized Nations. 2018 Annual Meeting of the Southern
Political Science Association.



Section Head: Comparative Politics/Industrialized Nations. 2017 Annual Meeting of the Southern
Political Science Association.

Section Head: Political Methodology Posters. 2014 Annual Meeting of the Midwest Political Science
Association.

Section Head: Political Methodology. 2012 Annual Meeting of the Southern Political Science
Association.

Editorial Board Member-American Journal of Political Science 2013-2019.

Manuscript Reviewer for: American Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science,
Journal of Politics, Political Analysis, British Journal of Political Science, Journal of Common Market
Studies, Journal of European Public Policy, Research and Politics, Journal of Peace Research, Journal of
Conflict Resolution, Political Science Research and Methods, Electoral Studies, International Studies
Quarterly, Journal of Public Opinion Research and Theory, Public Opinion Quarterly, European Union
Politics, European Journal of Political Research. Party Politics.

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE

Course Credit transfer officer, College of Public Policy, University of Sharjah
Recruitment committee member, College of Public Policy, University of Sharjah

Director, Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis, 2021-2024.
Director of Employability, Department of Government, University of Essex. 2020-2021.

Director, Center for the study of Global Issues (GLOBIS). 2016 - 2019.

SPIA Council, 2016 - 2019. University of Georgia.

Faculty Executive Committee Member. 2012, 2014. University of Georgia.

University Council Member: 2014-2015. University of Georgia

Speaker Committee. Dept Political Science. University of Georgia.

Recruitment Committee-American Politics/Methodology. Spring 2010. University of Georgia.

Graduate Student Field Representative-Political Methodology. University of North Carolina- Chapel
Hill. Jan 2006-present.

President-Political Science Graduate Student Association, University of Florida May 2001-May 2003.



PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES

Gary Marks, Burton Craige Distinguished Professor of Political Science University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill.

Email: marks@unc.edu, gary.marks@eui.eu

Liesbet Hooghe, W.R. Kenan, Jr. Distinguished Professor of Political Science University of North
Carolina at Chapel Hill.

Email: hooghe@unc.edu, liesbet.hooghe@eui.eu

Carolina Garriga, Professor, Director of the Essex Summer School in Social Science Data Analysis,
Department of Government, University of Essex.

Email: Carolina.garriga@essex.ac.uk

Sara Hobolt, Professor and Sutherland Chair in European Institutions, Department of Government.
London School of Economics.

Email: s.b.hobolt@lse.ac.uk
Marco Steenbergen, Professor Doctor, Department of Political Science, University of Zurich.
Email: steenbergen@ipz.uzh.ch Phone:

+41 44 634 58 53
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